
PIANO COMPETITIONS WORLDWIDE  
 

 

Their position and functioning 

 
Attention for some critical moments 

for the organisers 

 

 
  Gustav Alink 

              AAF 



PIANO COMPETITIONS WORLDWIDE  
 

 History 

1890 ï 1910 Anton Rubinstein Competition 

      1927       Geneva, Warsaw (Chopin) 

      1930s      Vienna, Paris, Budapest 

      1957        Federation 

since 1970    more and more ...  

   1999       AAF 
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PIANO COMPETITIONS WORLDWIDE  

Situation of today 

 

Åmore than 750 Intôl Piano Competitions 

Åapprox. 300 within one year 

Åsame contestants, same jury members 

Åplaying well does not always result in a prize 

Åprize is no guarantee for career 

Åresults: up & down & up & down ... 

Åin the competition circuit for 10~20 yrs 



PIANO COMPETITIONS WORLDWIDE  

Functioning 

ÅSelecting young musical talents 

ÅProviding a platform  & performance opportunities 

ÅAwarding most promising pianists 

ÅPromoting the prize winners 

ÅEducational 

ÅPromotion of classical music & piano playing 

ÅCultural & social event ï brings people together 

ÅMeeting place / networking 

ÅEngaging youth & local citizens 



PIANO COMPETITIONS WORLDWIDE  

four phases 

 

1. Planning / budgetting / sponsorship 
 - jury (finding/contacting/engaging) 

2. Announcement / promotion / publicity 
 - applicants 
 - preselection 

3. Event 

4. After-care 



PIANO COMPETITIONS WORLDWIDE  

organisation / time line 

  Planning         ann./publicity/é 

 

 

      deadl. presel.       Event     After-care 



on time é? 



PIANO COMPETITIONS WORLDWIDE  

attracting applicants - contestants 

Important factors 
 

  - announcements / publicity 
 

Pianists will consider: 

  - dates & location (easy to reach?) 

 - prize package (amount, concerts é) 

 - repertoire (free/restricted, compulsory é) 

 - jury (well-known, fine reputation é) 

 - history & reputation (past prize winners é) 

 - travel & accommodation (assistance) 

 

 - conditions (hall, instrument, practising é) 
 



PIANO COMPETITIONS WORLDWIDE  

# contestants 

ñGina Bachauerò (AAF)  

Salt Lake City (USA), 2002 

500 _ 32 
 

Chopin - Warsaw (AAF)  

2010: 335 

2015: 455 _ 160 _ 80 

* Top of the World 2009 (AAF)  

 361 applicants  _ 24 

Brussels 2013 (AAF)  

 283 applicants 

Tchaikovsky 2015 (AAF)  

 230 applicants 



PIANO COMPETITIONS WORLDWIDE  

# contestants 

ñGina Bachauerò (AAF)  

Salt Lake City (USA), 2002 

500 _ 32 

* Patras (Greece) 

(2002) 

8 _ 3 
 

Chopin - Warsaw (AAF)  

2010: 335 

2015: 455 _ 160 _ 80 

 

Bach ï Paris 

1 (2004) 

1 (2006) 

* Top of the World 2009 (AAF)  

 361 applicants  _ 24 

Brussels 2013 (AAF)  

 283 applicants 

Tchaikovsky 2015 (AAF)  

 230 applicants 

2013 

1 (1x) 

2 (3x) , 3 (4x)  

4 (5x) , 5 (3x) 

2014 

2 (2x) 



PIANO COMPETITIONS WORLDWIDE  

small prize é 



PIANO COMPETITIONS WORLDWIDE  

Prize different é! 

 Cher Monsieur, 

 

 Veuillez trouver ci-apr¯s les renseignements demand®s concernant le 

16¯me concours international Jean-S®bastien Bach de 2004. 

 
 2. les candidats 

 - Mlle Christelle DUVIVIER (belge) 

 - Mlle R®na MIYAMOTO (japonaise) , seul candidat entendu 

 - Mlle Gabriela UNGUREANU (roumaine) 

 - Mlle Aur®lie DORNON (franaise) 

 3. Laur®at  

- 1er prix : Mlle R®na MIYAMOTO (27 ans) qui a obtenu le prix de la SPEDIDAM 

(2500 euros) et le Prix SACEM (762,50 euros) 

 Le prix de la SPEDIDAM est accord® au meilleur laur®at 

 



PIANO COMPETITIONS WORLDWIDE  

contestants 

  

How many competitions do they enter é? 



PIANO COMPETITIONS WORLDWIDE  

 ñRecordò holders? 

Name #appl. #part. #Fin. #P1 

Igor Kamenz ô79-ô98 112   #2  87  #1  39  #2   10   #8 

é (cor) ô98-é 126   #1  86  #2  37  #3   12   #5 

Alex. Yakovlev ô95-é 104   #4  77  #3  53  #1   28   #1 

Roberto Corliaņ ô87-ô06   90   #6  72  #4  37  #4   10   #9 

Olivier Cazal ô77-ô96   85   #9  70  #5  27  #6     8  #17 

é (frg) ô81-ô03   86   #7  45 #15   6 #348    --    - 

Alexei Chernov ô96-é   71   #6  52  #4  28  #4   13   #9 

Evelina Borbei ô91-ô09   45  #69  30 #12  18 #17   10  #10 

é   60    7    -     - 
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waiting for the draw é (Brussels 2003) 



PIANO COMPETITIONS WORLDWIDE  

attracting applicants - contestants 

Important factors 
 

  - announcements / publicity 
 

Pianists will consider: 

  - dates & location (easy to reach?) 

 - prize package (amount, concerts é) 

 - repertoire (free/restricted, compulsory é) 

 - jury (well-known, fine reputation é) 

 - history & reputation (past prize winners é) 

 - travel & accommodation (assistance) 

 

 - conditions (hall, instrument, practising é) 
 



PIANO COMPETITIONS WORLDWIDE  

renowned personalities 
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renowned personalities 
  



PIANO COMPETITIONS WORLDWIDE  

 large jury é 



PIANO COMPETITIONS WORLDWIDE  

Martha Argerich on the jury  
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Martha Argerich on the jury  
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Jury Clara Schumann IPC, D¿sseldorf 1994 


